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BEYOND THE REPUBLICAN MODEL: 
ANTISEMITISM IN FRANCE

Jean-Yves Camus

I. Introduction

The French Jewish community, numbering about 600,000 out of a 
total population of 63.3 million, is the largest in Europe. The greatest 
concentration is in the Paris area (300–350,000), followed by Marseille 
(80,000), Lyon (30,000), Nice and Toulouse (20,000 each). Strasbourg, 
where 12,000 Jews live, is a major religious and cultural center. In 
comparison, the foreign population (i.e., holding foreign nationality) 
amounts to about 4.3 million, while French citizens of foreign origin 
number 19.7 million (of�cial census �gures). The number of Muslims is 
estimated at 4 million, including 2 million holding French citizenship. 
When dealing with the issues of antisemitism and Islam in France, 
one has to remember that the French legislation forbids census ques-
tions relating to religious af�liation, does not allow the ethnic origin 
of people to be mentioned in of�cial statistics, and is quite restrictive 
about ethnic opinion polls.

According to the statistics of CRIF (Conseil Représentatif des Insti-
tutions Juives de France, the umbrella organization of French Jewry), 
the number of antisemitic incidents peaked in 2004 (974 incidents), 
decreased signi�cantly in 2005 (504 incidents), and another peak had 
occurred in 2006 with 742 incidents. Those included the most horrible 
act ever to have taken place in France since 1945, that is the kidnap-
ping, torturing and subsequent murder of Ilan Halimi, a 23-year old 
Jewish cell-phone salesman, by a multiracial gang led by the Ivory 
Coast-born Yussuf Fofana, who will stand trial in April 2009. Halimi’s 
kidnapping took place because the gang believed that if they asked for 
a ransom, the whole Jewish community would raise money to pay for 
it. This was a murder motivated by antisemitism, as proven by the fact 
that Fofana was later indicted on the ground that he wrote numerous 
violently antisemitic letter threats to the (non-Jewish) judge in charge 
of the case.
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In 2007, the �gures again dropped to 361 antisemitic incidents and 
this trend continued in the �rst half of 2008, although the de�nitive 
�gures for that year will only be released in March 2009. However, 
the whole situation changed at the end of December 2008, because 
of the mobilization of the Muslim community, the Far-Left and part 
of the Extreme-Right, against the Israeli military operation in Gaza. 
It is now estimated that 113 incidents took place between December 
27, 2008 and January 26, 2009. It is not only the numbers that mat-
ter: in the demonstrations against Israel, many marchers described the 
Israeli operation as a “genocide” or a “Holocaust” of the Palestinian, 
they often equated the Israeli policy with that of the Nazis against the 
Jews, and the demonstrations were followed by incidents of a very 
new nature, such as in Metz and Strasbourg, where a crowd of several 
hundred Muslims marched on the synagogue.

Those new developments go against the �ndings of previous research 
by CRIF, according to which antisemitic violence was no longer linked 
to the events in the Middle- East. The Israel/Hezbollah confrontation 
in summer 2006, for example, did not result in any spectacular rise 
of antisemitism, a fact that led CRIF to say that antisemitism had 
become a structural phenomenon, with occasional peaks of incidents 
occurring when the situation in Israel/Palestine became tense. What 
is certain, anyway, is that antisemitism is now a permanent feature of 
Jewish life in France and that antisemitic violence remains at a high 
level that was unknown before the start of the second Intifada. Never-
theless, opinion surveys show that traditional antisemitic resentment is 
declining continuously (Mayer 2005). According to a survey published 
in 2006 and made on behalf of the University of Tel-Aviv by the 
French opinion institute SOFRES, only 16% think that “Jews have 
too much power in France” while 67% are of the opposite opinion, 
and only 6% think that “there are too many Jews in France,” opposed 
to 83% who do not share this opinion. As a comparison, 92% of those 
surveyed say that “A French Jew is as much French as any other 
French citizen,” while in 1946, only 37% said so, a proportion which 
rose to 60% in 1966; and 83% in 1978.1 It is also noteworthy that a 
recent ( January 2009) survey showed that the majority of the French 

1 In 2006, 81% said that they would not mind electing a Jew as President of the 
Republic, an all-time high �gure since 1946, when the �rst surveys about antisemitism 
were published.
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did not blame Israel for the military confrontation in Gaza. According 
to this opinion poll, 18% put the responsibility on Israel and 23% on 
Hamas, while 28% said that both were responsible and 31% said they 
did not know.2 Fewer people put the blame on Israel than in a previ-
ous 2002 survey, but the survey suggests that those who feel close to 
the Left are more prone to blame Israel than conservative voters. In 
short, there is no evidence that antisemitism is more widespread than 
before, but the anti-Zionism of the Radical Left and the Extreme-
Right, as well as that of a signi�cant part of the Muslim opinion, now 
amounts to antisemitism.

In this article, we shall try to show that the expression “New Judeo-
phobia,” used by many scholars in the steps of Pierre-André Taguieff 
(2002) to uphold this idea, is certainly true, but that it does not exactly 
report the current situation of the Jews in France. While it is true 
that many perpetrators of antisemitic incidents are immigrants from 
Muslim countries or their French descendants (in 2003, according to 
the Commission Nationale Consultative des Droits de l’Homme, out 
of 163 antisemitic acts which could be linked to any speci�c group 
of perpetrators, 50 were caused by extreme-Right activists and 117 
to young people living in the suburbs, the overwhelming majority of 
whom were of Muslim origin; the CNCDH report for 2006 states that 
41% of the antisemitic incidents recorded in 2005 were perpetrated by 
Muslims), the “New Anti-Semitism” which is prevalent in the Muslim 
community is strident because it has blossomed in a context where the 
Extreme Right was stronger than ever, and where anti-Jewish preju-
dice, often in the disguise of anti-Zionism, continues to be tolerated 
by a wide spectrum of political families, including mainstream politi-
cal parties that are sometimes stained by the antisemitic utterances of 
some of their prominent members.3 In other words, while antisemitism 
among the immigrant population of Muslim origin is a new phenom-
enon and is the main threat to the Jewish community, antisemitism 

2 Survey by CSA Institute (2009).
3 For example, former Prime Minister Raymond Barre, who was in of�ce in 1980, 

at the time of the bombing of the liberal synagogue of rue Copernic by Palestinian 
radicals, repeated on a state radio station, on March 1, 2007, that he was the victim 
of a “Jewish lobby” because he had been widely criticized when, after the bombing 
and in his of�cial capacity, he made a statement saying that the terrorist act was “a 
despicable action, which aimed at hurting the Jews who were inside the synagogue, 
and hit innocent Frenchmen who were passing in the street.” Cf. Le Monde, March 
3, 2007.



280 jean-yves camus

from the Extreme Right remains strong, even if it is less a source 
of physical violence, and radical anti-Zionism, which often amount 
to plain antisemitism, has become a regular feature in the Radical 
Left. And, of course, old-style anti-Jewish prejudice, stemming from 
the traditional, pre-Vatican II theology of the Catholic Church, has 
not disappeared, although the overwhelming majority of the popula-
tion is non-observant and the Catholic fundamentalist movement is 
marginal.4

II. Antisemitism, Islam, and the Immigrant Community: A French Perspective

The antisemitic wave which hit France after 2000 was widely inter-
preted as a consequence of the growth of fundamentalist Islam and 
the support of the Muslim community for the Palestinian. Apart from 
the fact that the Muslims are diverse in opinion and religious practice, 
surprisingly enough, so far, the Muslims perpetrators of antisemitic 
incidents are very seldom militants of the Islamist cause and are, more 
often than not, young people from the decayed suburbs, sometimes 
with a criminal record (L’Express 2002). Their anti-Jewish feelings may 
be grounded in their cultural understanding of Islam, but it also draws 
much from their feeling of being alienated from the mainstream soci-
ety because of racism. One of the major problems within the Muslim 
community now is that, in addition to the reality of institutional racism 
and petty discrimination, many people with an immigrant background 
use self-victimization in order to show their hatred of society, law and 
order and the State. Groups such as the Leftists “Indigènes de la 
République;” the Mouvement de l’Immigration et des Banlieues (MIB) 
and the pro-Tariq Ramadan Collectif des Musulmans de France use 
this self-victimization discourse to tell the Muslim youth that France is 
intrinsically racist because of its colonial past, and that the immigrants 
living in the suburbs today suffer under the same yoke that was used 
by the State in the colonial times against the “indigenous” popula-
tion. This attitude can lead to antisemitism, in a context where these 
people see the Jews as belonging to the “elite” which they think rules 

4 According to an INSEE survey, only 9.4% of men and 14% of women say they 
are regularly observant, while 18.6% of men and 22.2% of women say they are irregu-
larly observant. Cf. INSEE (2004).
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the country;5 and where many immigrants from the Maghreb think of 
the Jews in France as they thought of the Jews in their home coun-
tries that is, as allies of the colonial power against them. The roots of 
the present day antisemitism are certainly as much in there as they 
are in the Islamist movement. Furthermore, many Muslims (and also 
the majority of Leftists), equate the “colonialism” of the French State 
today, with that of the Israeli in the occupied territories. As a conse-
quence, they also see the French Muslims as an oppressed minority, 
much like the Palestinian.

This, of course, does not mean that France does not have a problem 
with the growth of Islamic fundamentalism. Proof to this, since the last 
wave of terrorist attacks linked to the situation in Algeria hit France 
in 1995, a few terrorist plots have been unfolded by the French secu-
rity agencies, showing that the international jihadi network around al 
Qaeda wants to target Jewish interests in France. Among the terrorist 
plots targeting the Jews, one can mention the planned attack of the 
Strasbourg synagogue by an al Qaeda cell (the so-called “Frankfurt 
group”) led by a Frenchman, Ouassani Cheri� (December 2000) and 
probably the car bombing of a Jewish school in Villeurbanne (near 
Lyon), in September 1995.6 Islamic radical propaganda does exist in 
and around some mosques, too: imams are regularly deported to their 
native countries because they incite antisemitic, anti-Christian and 
anti-Western hatred during their khutba (Friday sermons). Since 2002, 
those radical imams who have been deported by the Minister of the 
Interior belong to the Sala� movement or the small Turkish movement 
Hilafat Devleti, led by the Caliphate supporter and former al Qaeda 
contact man, Metin Kaplan. It should also be mentioned that antise-
mitic books, religious manuals and other propaganda are widely avail-
able in most Islamic bookshops. They are mostly written in the French 
language, catering to the needs of the non-Arabic speaking Muslims 
(second generation immigrants and converts), and are distributed free 
by Saudi Arabian religious NGOs, or are imported from Egypt, Syria 
and the Gulf States. Also, there are some antisemitic books on sale in 
religious bookshops which are published in France. Such is the case 

5 The antisemitic prejudice which associates the Jews and power, whether it be 
the political establishment or the worlds of �nance or industry is, of course, often 
grounded in a conspiracy theory which sees the Jewish community as the one “pulling 
the strings” behind the curtain, as in the Protocols of the Elders of Zion.

6 The plot was not elucidated and it was not claimed by any group.
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of Israel Shamir’s L’autre visage d’Israël (2005), published by the Islamist 
company, editions al Qalam.7 The publisher, Abdelila Cheri� Alaoui, 
has been sued by anti-racist organizations and received a �ne. His 
lawyer was Eric Delcroix, a former elected of�cial of the extreme-
Right parties Front National and Mouvement National Républicain. 
Roger Garaudy’s books are also popular with the Islamists, especially 
the Mythes fondateurs de la politique israélienne (81996), and so are Thierry 
Meyssan’s writings about alleged neo-conservative/Zionist plot behind 
the 9/11 bombings,9 especially his book, L’effroyable imposture (2002).

However, despite the fact that fundamentalist Islam has a sizeable 
constituency, there are very few, if any, reports of a radical activist, 
or simply an Islamist militant, assaulting/threatening Jews, or vandal-
izing Jewish communal property. In other words, Muslim antisemitism 
is more cultural than religious. This is quite consistent with the rela-
tively low level of religious practice among French Muslims: regular 
attendants of the Friday prayer are only 10%, and those who say they 
are observant of some of the rites are 36% (Godard & Taussig 2007, 
29). On the other hand, anti-Jewish prejudice among those who are 
observant remains high: according to a 2005 survey by the academic 
institution CEVIPOF, 46% of religious Muslims show some kind of 
antisemitic prejudice, while 28% do not. Antisemitic prejudice among 
them tends to diminish with the level of education: while 37% of those 
with two years higher education show antisemitic prejudices, only 20% 
of those with a university degree do so. Now that there is a representa-
tive body of French Islam, the Conseil Français du Culte Musulman 
(CFCM), one may have thought that the desire of the major Muslim 
organization’s seating on this body to achieve respectability would have 
toned down antisemitism within the observant Muslim community. 
But then, not all Muslim organizations belong to the CFCM: the fol-
lowers of Tariq Ramadan, the Sala�, the Jamaat Tabligh, some major 
mosques such as Addawa in Paris, are outside of it. Then, even some 
of the organizations taking part in it show very ambivalent feelings 
towards the Jews, and even more towards Israel and Zionism, which 

7 On Shamir, a Holocaust denier who has been denounced as an antisemite by 
many Palestinian activists, see Camus: “Israel Shamir: faux ami de la cause palestini-
enne et vrai antisémite,” Politis, October 28, 2005.

8 On Garaudy, a former Communist Party top level executive turned Muslim and 
Holocaust-denier, cf. Prazan & Minard (2007). 

9 On Meyssan, a member of the mainstream Left Parti Radical who now heads the 
Réseau Voltaire, cf. Venner (2005).
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they quite clearly and openly oppose. The CFCM is divided between 
three factions: one consists of the moderate followers of the Grande 
Mosquée de Paris, led by Dalil Boubakeur and supported by the Alge-
rian government; another is the orthodox Sunni Union des Organisa-
tions Islamiques de France (UOIF; led by Laj Thami Breze), which 
is guided by the Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood and by the Egyptian-
born Shaykh Yusuf al-Qaradawi as the supreme religious authority; 
and a third component is the Fédération Nationale des Musulmans 
de France (FNMF), a predominantly Moroccan organization which is 
very close to the Moroccan Government. 

The UOIF, which is the most important component of CFCM in 
terms of the number of af�liated mosques, is a controversial organiza-
tion. While it agreed to meet with representatives of CRIF, in Septem-
ber 2004, it has not disavowed Shaykh Qaradawi’s fatwa condoning of 
the suicide bombings against civilians in Israel and it supports Hamas. 
It is very close to the Comité de Bienfaisance et de Secours aux Pal-
estiniens (Committee for Charity and Assistance to Palestinians—
CBSP), which, at the March 2005 annual meeting of UOIF in Le 
Bourget, near Paris, distributed video tapes urging Jihad and support-
ing Hamas. CBSP is a registered charity and raises money for insti-
tutions linked to the Islamic movement of the Arab-Israeli mayor of 
Umm al-Fahm, Shaykh Ra�id Salah. Its fundraising activities, mostly 
through the network of hallal shops, play a pivotal role in spreading 
an ideology that still rejects the existence of the State of Israel. It 
also magni�es the example of the struggle of the Palestinian people, 
in a way that appeals both to the devout Muslims and to those who 
feel close to the “anti-Imperialist” movement. Another example of the 
UOIF condoning antisemitic language and propaganda is the fact that 
at its 2005 convention, near Paris, one can �nd cassettes praising the 
late Hamas leader, Sheikh Ahmed Yassin.10 Also, one of the Union’s 
most popular preachers is Hassan Iquioussen, whose cassettes sell by 
the thousands, is clearly antisemitic in his approach to the Palestinian 
issue.11

Another problem with French militant Islam is that, while CFCM-
af�liated organizations mostly represent the older generation of 

10 They were on sale at the CBSP booth. Cf. Gilles-William Goldnadel (2005).
11 As shown by the critical coverage in the Communist daily, L’Humanité, in the 

article: “Iquioussen or the culture of anti-Jewish hatred,” January 17, 2004.
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 Muslims who were born abroad and maintain strong links to their 
native countries, the younger, French-born generation of devout Mus-
lims is more attracted by the aforementioned Swiss-Islamic theologian 
Tariq Ramadan, who, in 2009, asked for the removal of Hamas from 
the European Union list of terrorist organizations and its recognition 
as “a legitimate national liberation movement” (Petition 2009). Rama-
dan, who draws from the Muslim Brotherhood ideology, although he 
is probably not a Brotherhood member himself, advocates a modern 
orthodox Islam, rooted in the reality of European societies and val-
ues, and has close ties to the anti-globalization Left, as shown by his 
participation in the European Social Forum in Paris in 2003. Two 
of his articles sum up his thinking on the Jewish issue. First of all, in 
October 2003, he wrote a “Critique of the New Communitarian Intel-
lectuals” (Ramadan 2003/2006). It attacked several prominent French 
Jewish intellectuals on the ground that, because of their Jewishness, 
they had become staunch supporters of the policies of Israel. The fact 
that Ramadan put on a list of prominent Jews, eventually including in 
it the philosopher Pierre-André Taguieff, who is not Jewish, was seen 
by many as bordering on antisemitism. Then, in April 2006, Ramadan 
published an article in which he claimed that “Israel is very much the 
country which, at the present time, is the biggest danger for peace in 
the world.” (Ramadan 2003/2006) Those widely publicized columns, 
which caused a thunder of criticism, overshadow Ramadan’s earlier 
declarations condemning anti-semitic violence and especially anti-sem-
itism stemming from Islam.12

When looking at the issue of Muslim antisemitism in France, one 
should not forget, also, the important role of the Internet in the emer-
gence of a ‘virtual’ Muslim identity, that is attested by the existence of 
several well-designed sites with a wide audience, such as www.saphir-
net.info, http://www.mejliss.com and www.oumma.com, which spread 
radical anti-Zionism. Other Muslim websites such as www.quibla.net 
and http://news.stcom.net, present themselves as Muslim but are run 
by non-Muslim antisemites who belong to the far-Left (in the case of 
Quibla)13 or to sects which spread the conspiracy theory of the “new 

12 In a column published in Le Monde, December 24, 2001, Ramadan wrote that: 
“the anti-Semitic discourse is not only spread by disoccupied young people, but also by 
intellectuals and imams who, behind every act, see the hand of the ‘Jewish lobby’.”

13 Quibla is run by a team comprising Leftist Fausto Giudice and a former Green 
Party activist, Ginette Skandrani, who was expelled from the party in May 2005, 
because of her association with Holocaust deniers.
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world order” (in the case of St.com).14 The French authorities and 
courts have issued warnings that the border between anti-Zionism, 
which is a legitimate opinion guaranteed by the laws on freedom of 
speech, and antisemitism, which is a criminal offence, had to be clearly 
drawn; so, in June 2005, a Paris court declared the webmaster of the 
Islamiya website guilty of incitement to racial hatred, after he posted 
online a collection of photographs equating the fates of the Palestin-
ians today and that of the Jews in the concentration camps. In Janu-
ary 2007, Smain Bedrouni, webmaster of the jihadi website St.com, 
was also convicted for sending threatening letters, full of antisemitic 
content, to Mouloud Aounit, the chairman of an anti-racist organiza-
tion, MRAP, although Aounit is of Muslim origin and is an outspoken 
critic of Israel. The importance of the aforementioned websites can-
not be overlooked, because they report on the Israel/Palestine con�ict 
daily, using anti-Zionist stereotypes which usually equate the methods 
of the Israeli army with that of the Nazis (in the case of Islamiya and 
Quibla) or because they allow their readers to post comments which, 
in the case of Mejliss, combine religious antisemitism of the crudest 
kind with the “islamo-Leftist” rhetoric blaming Israel for all the evil 
in the world.

Apart from those Muslim groups which play quite cleverly with the 
legal border between the legitimate criticism of Israel, and plain anti-
semitism, there exist a few openly antisemitic Islamic groups, but in 
this regard, the French situation is much different from that in the 
United Kingdom or Scandinavia, because the jihadi movements do 
not operate publicly and the most extreme antisemitic groups ( such as 
Hizb ut Tahrir15 or al Muhajiroun, although the latter group claims to 
have established a French branch in Lille) have never been able to set 
foot here. The only such group of some signi�cance is the Strasbourg-
based Parti des Musulmans de France (PMF), led by a man with far 
right connections,16 Mohamed Ennacer Latrèche, who received his 
religious education in Syria, but the PMF is more of an “identity” 

14 St.com is close to a sectarian guru, Christian Cotten, who runs a cult named 
“Politique de vie.”

15 A lea�et by HUT has been distributed in Paris, during the Gaza demonstration 
that took place in Paris on January 24, 2009, but HUT has no activity in France, apart 
from a website (http://albadil.edaama.org) that seems to emanate from abroad.

16 In February 2003, the PMF send a delegation to Irak, before the fall of the Baath 
regime, in order to show its support for Saddam Hussein. Along with Latrèche, there 
were militants of the extreme-Right, national-revolutionary movements, Réseau Radi-
cal, from France, and Nation, from Belgium.
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Arab movement than a Muslim one. Much more serious, and a big 
concern of the French security services, is the growth of the Sala� 
movement inspired by Saudi Muslim scholars. According to a report 
of the Renseignements Généraux, the Sala�s now number some 5,000 
and control about 30 mosques. Sala� activity is noticeable especially 
on the Internet, at sites such as www.darwa.com, http://sounnah.free
.fr, and http://www.salafs.com. The Sala� do not seek confrontation 
with the Jewish community, despite their belief in the inferior nature 
of the Jews, as written in the Koran. They want to build their own 
separate, cloistered society, and do not use violence against the Jews. 
Nevertheless, their role in the context of antisemitism is important for 
two reasons: �rst, as said before, they provide antisemitic religious lit-
erature to those even outside of their group; second, they are a move-
ment which serves as a recruiting ground for would-be jihadist �ghters. 
The same can be said of the pietist Tabligh movement, which, like the 
Sala�s, recruits mostly among unskilled youth and converts; of Foi et 
Pratique, a Tabligh splinter group; and of the French branch of the 
Lebanon-based Ahbachi movement, which is known for its strident 
anti-Jewish propaganda during the �rst Gulf War, when the imam at 
its headquarters in Montpellier, Shaykh Khalid al-Zant, called for the 
destruction of Israel.

Finally, it is not possible to properly assert the scope of antisemitism 
in France without mentioning that it is not con�ned to radical, or 
even fundamentalist, Islam: expressions of support for the Palestinian 
movement, rejection of Israel or hatred of the West, with antisemitic 
undertones, are widespread among the secular Muslims as well, and 
meet with the anti-Jewish prejudice rooted in the history of one seg-
ment of the Radical Left. The war in Iraq had radicalized people who 
were more Arab nationalist than religious zealots. The law banning the 
Muslim headscarf from the public schools (March 2004), was another 
reason for their radicalization. On both occasions, Muslim militants 
have build alliances with secular groups belonging to both ends of the 
political spectrum. This is exempli�ed by the case of Nouari Khiari, 
who was jailed in April 2005 because of his reported involvement in 
raising money for Jihad, and re-appeared as an organizer of the Gaza 
demonstrations in January 2009. Khiari also spoke at the European 
Social Forum in Paris (2003) and signed a petition of the Indigènes 
de la République, a left-wing movement that claims that France is 
still a colonial state and treats the Muslims as second-class citizens. 
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Among secular but radical groups, one should also mention CAPJPO 
(Coordination des Appels pour une Paix Juste au Proche-Orient), led 
by Olivia Zemor, a Jew, which campaigns for the boycott of Israeli 
goods and for the severing of scienti�c cooperation between French 
and Israeli universities. Although the group is not antisemitic, its 
actions tend to de-legitimize Israel: CAPJPO was the driving force 
behind the short-lived attempt to create an anti-Zionist/radically pro-
Palestine political movement, Euro-Palestine, which ran for the 2004 
Euro-election in the Paris district. It is also a reality that, since Hamas 
has become part of the Palestinian government, and even more so 
since the war against Hezbollah in 2006, the traditional pro-Palestinian 
organizations such as Association France-Palestine Solidarité (AFPS), 
which are aligned with the PLO and the Palestinian Authority, have 
to confront the emergence of competing radical groups which do not 
recognize the right of Israel to exist and support either Hamas or Hez-
bollah on the ground that they refuse the two States solution. Those 
groups, all of them secular in ideology, are Palestine en Marche; Mou-
vement Justice Palestine and, since December 2005, the Mouvement 
de Soutien à la Résistance du Peuple Palestinien (MSRPP), which is 
a front organization for Hamas and the al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigade. On 
April 30, 2007, the MSRPP organized a meeting in Ivry, near Paris, in 
support of Hamas. Although the French government denied a visa to 
the Al Aqsa Brigades activist who was invited, the PFLP activist Rabah 
Mhanna was able to speak at the rally, and the Palestinian Prime 
Minister, Ismail Haniyeh, delivered a message. The Communist-led 
city council of Ivry, however, banned the meeting, which had to be 
held in the street. Another fundamentalist-oriented pro-Hamas group 
is the Comité Cheikh Yassine, led by Imam Abdelhakim Sefraoui, 
who belonged to Dieudonné’s campaign staff (see below). Finally, the 
Réseau Voltaire, led by Thierry Meyssan, disseminates conspiracy 
theories that try to demonstrate that the 9/11 bombings were a joint 
US-Israeli plot aimed at justifying the war against radical Islam. Origi-
nally a left-wing, anti-fascist and pro-gay rights group, the Réseau Vol-
taire became a rallying point for anti-Zionists of all kinds after 2001. 
In November 2005, it held an international conference entitled “Axis 
for Peace,” attended by Dieudonné, hardline Communists, Polish rep-
resentatives of the right-wing populist Samobroona, Russian Slavo-
philes; US conspiracy theorists (Christopher Bollyn, from American 



288 jean-yves camus

Free Press), of�cials from Iran and Syria and Israeli Arab Palestinian 
activist Ahmad Tibi.17 

III. The Demonstrations against the Israeli Operation in Gaza: From Support 

for Palestine to Support for Hamas

The demonstrations in support of Gaza were a turning point in the 
expression of antisemitism because the older generation of pro-Pal-
estine militants who repudiate antisemitism, support the Palestinian 
Authority and a two-States solution, seem to have lost control over 
the movement. The pro-Gaza demonstrations began on December 
30, 2008, when about 4,000 gathered in Paris at the call of the Com-
munists, the Green Party, the Trotskyite Ligue Communiste Révo-
lutionnaire, (but not the Socialist Party), and major pro-Palestine 
organizations like the Association France-Palestine Solidarité. Even on 
the �rst day of their mobilization, it was clear that the crowd was ask-
ing for more than the usual slogans in support of the PLO, Mahmoud 
Abbas, and the rights of the Palestinian people. This crowd believed 
that the Palestinian Authority is too moderate and that the only “resis-
tance” today is that of Hamas and Hezbollah. As a result, there were 
many �ags with the emblem of both movements in the ranks of the 
demo. While the of�cial slogan was “Stop the bombing and blockade 
in Gaza,” there was a huge �ag in the crowd which read: “Paris-Gaza-
Beirut-Kabul-Baghdad-Jenin, Resistance!,” a combined reference to 
anti-imperialism and Islamic fundamentalism. On December 31, 2008 
another demonstration took place in Paris, at the call of the Parti des 
Musulmans de France (PMF) and the Collectif Sheikh Yassine. The 
PMF, which marched through the heavily Muslim districts of north-
ern Paris, explained that the Israeli strike was caused by the belief of 
the Tsahal soldiers in “their Torah, which has become an inspira-
tion for committing the most �lthy of crimes.” The same slogans were 
repeated the following day, when Israeli Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni 
was in Paris, by about 800 Islamists burning Israeli �ags in front of 
the Paris Opera, who chanted, “Israel, you are Nazi” and “Long live 

17 On the role of anti-Semitism as cement between alternative Left movements 
and the extreme-Right, an alliance in which Réseau Voltaire plays a pivotal role, cf. 
Camus (2006a). 
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Hamas.” Another popular slogan was: “United Nations, in 48 you 
gave birth to a monster and you named it Israel.”

The anti-Jewish tone of the pro-Palestine movement reached 
unprecedented heights on January 3, 2009. The protesters planned to 
march through Paris to the Israeli Embassy, located near the Champs-
Elysées, which meant that they had to walk through the heavily Jew-
ish district near the Grands Boulevards. When they arrived there, the 
Jewish quarter was under heavy police protection and the streets lead-
ing to it were closed, but it was certain, from all the “Allahu Akbar” 
and “Weapons for Hamas” that one could hear, that many wanted 
to physically confront the Jews. Anti-Jewish literature was sold on the 
sidewalks alongside the demonstration. The Comité sur le génocide 
en Palestine distributed a lea�et written by Ginette Skandrani, who 
was banned from the Green Party because of her links to Holocaust-
deniers. It was entitled The Planned Genocide of the Palestinian. A look at 
the name of the committee members shows a variety of ideologically-
opposed people: Jean Brière was also banned from the Green Party 
because of an article he wrote in 1991 against the “bellicist Jewish 
lobby” that was allegedly behind the launching of Operation Desert 
Storm. Abdelhakim Sefrioui is a Moroccan imam who belongs to the 
leadership of the Comité des Imams de France. Mondher Sfar is a 
Tunisian political activist and opponent of the Ben Ali regime, who 
wrote in several Holocaust-denial French publications in the 1990s 
and the last member is the www.aredam.net website, run by Daniel 
Milan, a neo-Nazi who converted to Islam. Another lea�et was distrib-
uted by the Mouvement des Indigènes de la République and featured 
a photograph of Sheikh Izz ad-Din al Qassam, “hero of the Palestin-
ian revolution, who gave his name to the armed branch of Hamas.”

Late in the evening, a riot started. There were cries of “death to 
the Jews” and youngsters wearing “Hamas” t-shirts throwing stones 
at the police. This is when the black supremacists of the Mouvement 
des Damnés de l’Impérialisme (MDI) began to distribute their propa-
ganda. The MDI, led by “Kemi Seba” (aka. Stellio Gilles Capochichi), 
whose family comes from Benin, began under the name Tribu KA 
as a radical offspring of the Nation of Islam. It evolved into a bizarre 
cult advocating the return of Black people to Africa and believing in 
a mix of ancient Egyptian wisdom and black racialism. It is virulently 
antisemitic and Seba has in 2008, returned to the Islamic faith. In the 
demonstration, the MDI lea�ets called the “Arab diaspora” to “ef�-
ciently �ght against the Zionist enemy who is occupying our lands.” 
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Of course, “our lands” means both Israel and France. The MDI is 
now building an alliance with Islamists and white neo-Nazi suprema-
cists of the Droite Socialiste, and their common ground is hatred of 
the Jews. This kind of unholy alliance explains how it was possible, on 
January 24, that Extreme-Right leaders Alain Soral,18 Thomas Werlet19 
and Christian Bouchet20 marched for Gaza under the banner “United 
Front against Zionism,” with Shia militants and other Islamists.

IV. Antisemitism on the Extreme Right: Old Antisemitism and the 

New Generation of pro-Islamist Militants

One of the weak points of the “New Islamophobia” concept is that it 
does not put the emergence of the violent expression of antisemitism 
among the immigrant/Muslim community in the broader frame of 
the French political situation since the 1980s. This situation was char-
acterized by the existence of a strong extreme-Right political party, 
the Front National, with a charismatic leader, Jean-Marie Le Pen, 
who has succeeded in bringing back a discredited ideological tradi-
tion, that of racist nationalism, almost back into the mainstream. The 
young Muslims who attack Jews today were born at the time when 
this party came out of the fringes of politics and became of political 
force to be reckoned with, eventually up to the point where, in 2002, 
Le Pen came to the second ballot in the presidential election with 16. 
86%, while in 1974 he only polled 0.75%. They grew up in a country 
where Le Pen was able to make speeches with a distinct antisemitic 
tone without losing his voters’ support, nor having his party banned, 
nor even making crowds going to the streets to demonstrate against 
his remarks that “the gas chambers were a mere detail in the history 
of the second world war” (1987, then again in 1995), and that “the 
big international forces, like the Jewish international, play a signi�-
cant role in spreading the anti-nationalist ideas” (1989).21 It is thus a 
possibility that Muslim antisemitism in France has been legitimized 

18 Soral is the leader of the Egalité et Réconciliation group, which was close to 
Front national.

19 Werlet is the leader of the very anti-Semitic Droite socialiste.
20 Bouchet is the most prominent intellectual of the national-revolutionary move-

ment and is the editor of the anti-Zionist quarterly Résistance!
21 Not to mention the numerous cases where FN militants or even executives have 

been sentenced in the courts for plain Holocaust-denial, or even neo-Nazi propa-
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by the antisemitic discourse of the extreme Right, and even, to some 
extent, that it has drawn from it. Far from being on the decline, and 
far from having become pro-Jewish or pro-Israel, the French extreme 
Right is alive and well. This can be seen from the fact that around 10 
publications from this part of the political spectrum, all of them more 
or less anti-Jewish, are on sale in the newsstands, including an Holo-
caust denial weekly (Rivarol); a Catholic fundamentalist daily (Présent); 
two nationalist-revolutionary periodicals which regularly eulogize the 
Waffen SS and some aspects of Nazi Germany (Le Choc du Mois and 
Ré�échir et Agir) and even a nationalist quarterly, Le National Radical, 
which in January 2007, published excerpts from the Protocols of the 

Elders of Zion, although it is a criminal offense to do so.
The impact of the extreme right on French politics is declining, since 

President Nicolas Sarkozy succeeded in marginalizing the FN in the 
2007 election. Le Pen polled 10.44%, and in the following legislative 
election, the FN polled a mere 4.29%, its lowest score since 1984. Due 
to the age of Le Pen (who turned 81 in June 2009), to lack of �nancial 
resources and to the bitter internal �ght over its succession as party 
leader between his daughter Marine and other contenders, the FN is 
now a minor actor in French politics, but it retains a sizeable part of 
the blue-collar vote, in areas that are hit hard by economic recession. If 
it wants to catch the votes of those former supporters who switched to 
Sarkozy in 2007,22 the FN will need to continue positioning itself as a 
hardline anti-establishment, anti-immigration party. This is the reason 
why, even though Marine Le Pen as a person seems to be more mod-
erate than her father (and certainly less prejudiced against the Jewish 
community), the party as such, remains associated with people ridden 
with anti-Jewish prejudice or who endorse denial of the Holocaust. For 
example, a former FN regional councilman Georges Theil,23 received 
a six-month suspended sentence and a heavy �ne, on October 7, 2005, 
after he published, under the alias Gilbert Dubreuil, a booklet entitled 
Un cas d’insoumission, comment on devient révisionniste, which draws heavily 
on the writings of Holocaust deniers Maurice Bardèche and Robert 
Faurisson. Further, the party’s second-in command, Bruno Gollnisch, 

ganda. For example, the former FN regional councillor, Georges Theil, was among 
those who attended the Tehran Holocaust-denial conference in December 2006.

22 That is, 70% of those who had voted for Le Pen in 2002.
23 Theil attended the December 2006 Holocaust denial conference in Tehran. The 

text of his speech can be read at Theil (2007). 
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a university professor in Lyon, was suspended from his tenure for �ve 
years by the Higher Education Board, after he stated, inter alia, at a 
press conference on October 11, 2004: “There is no longer any serious 
historian who supports the �ndings of the Nuremberg Trials.” When 
the trial in appeal took place, in October 2006, Gollnisch �nally rec-
ognized under cross examination that the Shoah actually took place, 
but this does not change the fact that the 2007 platform of the party 
calls for “the restoration of freedom of opinion and freedom of speech 
(in academic research)” (cf. Front National 2007), which amounts to 
toleration of the Holocaust deniers’ pseudo-scienti�c discourse. One 
should also remind that, far from repenting for his previous antisemitic 
remarks, Le Pen said in the weekly paper Rivarol ( January 2005), that 
the German occupation of France was not especially inhumane, which 
in some way is an antisemitic comment. 

Within the FN, anti-Jewish prejudice also comes from the Catholic 
traditionalist wing, which clings to the pre-Vatican II theology and 
refutes the Nostra Aetate declaration. Several party leaders belong to 
the schismatic St. Pius X Fraternity, which recently became entangled 
into the controversy raised by Bishop Williamson’s Holocaust-denying 
comments. Others (the majority) belong to the traditionalist move-
ments that have remained faithful to the Vatican. Led in the 1980s and 
1990s by Bernard Antony, who left FN in 2005 to focus on his move-
ments Chrétienté-Solidarité and AGRIF (an association which seeks 
to prosecute ‘anti-French racists’ and those holding ‘anti-Christian’ 
views), the traditionalists still have an in�uence on the top leadership 
of FN: the man in charge of Le Pen’s program in the 2007 presiden-
tial campaign, Thibault de la Tocnaye, belongs to it. It should also 
be noted that although FN puts anti-immigration policies at the core 
of its ideology, and is very hostile to immigration from the Maghreb 
and Turkey, and indeed to Islam as a religion (“a foreign religion 
which causes legitimate fears,” as Le Pen put it), it has not become 
pro-Israel as a consequence. In March 2007, the vice president of the 
party, Roger Holeindre, explained in a video which can be seen on 
the FN website (www.frontnational.com), that “Israel is in the hands 
of the settlers, who are supported by Mr. Bush’s friends in the US, 
and all this can lead to a third world war.” Holeindre, who wrote a 
book called Israël-Palestine: assez de mensonges (2003), is quite typical of 
the FN thinking on the Middle-East issue, when he equates Israeli 
policies with the nationalist and religious views of the religious-Zionist 
Right, thus promoting the idea that Israel is a fanatical State driven 
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by a messianic view which is detrimental to peace in the world. But 
because French voters do not pay much attention to foreign policy 
issues, the FN remains quite silent on the Middle East con�ict (which 
is not even mentioned in the 2007 program), although it is clear that it 
does recognize the right of Israel to exist, as does its rival party, Bruno 
Mégret’s Mouvement National Républicain. The of�cial stand of the 
FN on antisemitism, Israel and the Jews, is rather cautious, because 
the party fears being labeled “extremist” or “anti-Semitic,” but the 
youth wing, Front National de la Jeunesse, many rank and �le mem-
bers, and many websites or blogs coming from the local branches, are 
far more outspokenly and radically anti-Israel.24

Further Right of the FN, the fringe movements of the radical right 
are unabashedly antisemitic and some of them even consider Islamism 
as a political force they should support and work with, against the Jews 
and Israel, their common enemy. What are those groups? In January 
2005, the Renseignements Généraux (the state security police) released 
a report concerning the far right scene in 2004/5. It estimated that 
the total number of activists outside of FN and MNR ranged between 
2,500 and 3,500. The report stressed that the main target of far right 
activity had become the Muslim community and that Alsace, in east-
ern France, was home to 35% of the far right activity. It identi�ed 20 
groups, split into �ve ideological subdivisions: the skinhead movement 
(1,000–1,500 activists); the ‘Identity’ movement; ultra-nationalists; 
neo-Nazis and soccer ‘hooligans.’

The skinhead movement is divided between the French Blood & 
Honour division (although an unof�cial branch exists in northern 
France, under the name Blood & Honour Midgard), the Hammer-
skins and local, unaf�liated groups mostly concentrated in Alsace 
(where ‘white noise’ music concerts draw an audience of up to 1,000 
people, 90% of them from Germany), northern France, and the south-
east. Nearly all skinhead fanzines that are overtly antisemitic, deny 
the Holocaust and justify the use of violence against immigrants and 
people of foreign origin. One of their publications is called Charlemagne, 
referring to the French Waffen SS division of the same name; another, 
Genocide. Skinheads are often implicated in racist attacks against 
immigrants and colored people, but also in the desecration of Jew-
ish and Muslim cemeteries or graves, or of monuments related to the 

24 See: http://www.nationspresse.info.
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second world war, such as was the case in Verdun in May 2004, when 
the monument in honor of the Jewish soldiers fallen during World 
War I, was desecrated by a skinhead. Also, in April 2004, the Jewish 
cemetery in Herrlisheim (Alsace) was desecrated by neo-Nazi skin-
heads.

The ‘Identity’ movement (total membership, according to the police 
report, around 500) revolves around the Bloc Identitaire, led by Guil-
laume Luyt and Fabrice Robert. It publishes the quarterly ID (for Iden-
tité, but also a pun on the French word for ideas), which has an address 
in Belgium in order to avoid prosecution. In 2005, the Bloc became a 
high-pro�le group in the media due to its initiative to distribute pork 
meals to the homeless in Paris, thus excluding both Jews and Muslims. 
The Bloc also maintains an online ‘press agency’ Novopress (www.
novopress.info). Its position on the Jewish issue and the Middle-East is 
very speci�c: the “Bloc” thinks that, as a nationalist group, it cannot 
take sides in the con�ict between the Jews and the Arabs, and it has a 
motto on this issue which is “Ni kef�eh, ni kippa” (“Neither [Palestin-
ian] kef�eh, nor skullcap.” A rival national revolutionary faction is led 
by Christian Bouchet, the former leader of Nouvelle Résistance and 
Unité Radicale. His organization, Les Nôtres, which runs the www.
voxnr.com website and publishes the magazine Résistance!, numbers 
about 40 loosely organized activists. The group promotes hard-line 
anti-Zionism such as that of Iran, and supports Palestinian Jihad, 
Arab nationalist movements such as the Baath party and the Syrian 
Social Nationalist Party or Muslim fundamentalist groups. Another 
‘Identity’ movement is Terre et Peuple, led by former GRECE presi-
dent and FN national leadership member Pierre Vial, who promotes 
an ideology close to that of the “völkisch” sub-family of the German 
Konservative Revolution. The “identity” movement also includes the 
Groupe union défense (GUD), a mainly student group with a record 
of violence and extreme antisemitism, which is now active under the 
name RED (Rassemblement des Etudiants de Droite).

The ultra-nationalist movement consists of four groups with follow-
ings of between 30 and 80. The Œuvre française is a rabidly antise-
mitic movement (founded in 1969) led by Pierre Sidos, who claims 
that is “anti-Semitic, no more, no less than Saint Louis;” the Cercle 
franco-hispanique is led by Olivier Grimaldi, an admirer of the Span-
ish Falange who does not especially put the emphasis on antisemitism 
and the Renouveau Français, a fascist and Catholic fundamentalist 
group which belonged to the trans-national European National Front 
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and is so antisemitic that it took part in several militant actions of the 
Black supremacist Tribu Ka (see below), the most virulent anti-Jewish 
group in France today. Finally, the ageing Marshall Pétain devotees 
gather in two rival factions of the Association Nationale Pétain-
Verdun, and, although they are not openly antisemitic, try to down-
play the role of Vichy France and Pétain’s responsibility in the depor-
tation of the Jews.

The neo-Nazis are few and often belong to the political folklore, 
although neo-Nazi activity remains high in two regions: Nord-Pas de 
Calais and Eastern France. On May 18, 2005, the Alsatian Nazi move-
ment, Elsass Korps, was outlawed. This was a loose group of some 30 
‘white power’ neo-Nazi skinheads, with a record of convictions for 
racist violence against immigrants, and their antisemitism was blatant: 
according to police sources, some members could have been involved 
in the wave of Jewish cemeteries desecrations which took place in 
2004, and they organized “white power music” concerts where songs 
of “Kill the Jews” could be heard.25 Other neo-Nazi groups are Com-
bat furtif- Werwolf (about 100), also in Alsace; la Meute de Fenrir 
(neo-Nazi skinheads) in northern France, and the French section of the 
German-Austrian based Truppenkameradschaft IV, an association of 
former French Waffen-SS soldiers, which also attracts younger recruits 
to the neo-Nazi scene. The antisemitic propaganda of the two former 
groups is very simplistic and consists of references to Holocaust denial 
and national-socialist ideology, combined with references to the Amer-
ican-born concept of “leaderless resistance” to the alleged existence 
of ZOG, the Zionist Occupation Government, which is but a new 
name for the old “Jewish world conspiracy.” The French neo-Nazi far 
right mostly consists of loonies who have sought refuge in cyberspace, 
where they disseminate Holocaust denial and praise of the Third 
Reich. A good example of this political sect can be found at http://
www.mnsf.info/phenix/dossiers.htm,26 the website of the Mouvement 
National-Socialiste Français, whose very radical anti-Jewish language 
has never been followed by any kind of militant action. This explains 
why, although they are violent, antisemitic and racist, those groups are 
perceived today by the Jewish community as posing a minor threat, 

25 Cf. the online website of the Nouvel Observateur magazine, May 18, 2005.
26 The webmaster of the MNSF website was arrested in January 2009 and indicted 

for incitement to racial hatred.
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when compared to the antisemitism/radical anti-Zionism spread by 
Islamist organizations and a part of the far-Left.

V. The Radical Left and Antisemitism: Traditional Anti-Zionism and the

New Alliance between Islam and the Anti-Globalization Left

To be correct, there are very few cases of open antisemitism from 
the far-Left and when there are, the authors of such tirades are usu-
ally expelled by the movements they belong to, a fate well known to 
the former Trotskyite Bernard Fischer (a former LCR member) and 
the Green Party member Ginette Skandrani. The problem with the 
far-Left (and the Greens) is not that its political discourse is overtly or 
racially antisemitic. It is that anti-Zionism, when it amounts to refus-
ing the existence of Israel as a State, or when it describes Israel is an 
imperialist, theocratic warmonger which oppresses the Palestinian in 
ways that are reminiscent of those used by the Nazis, amounts to using 
the same prejudice which, in Christian antisemitism, held the Jews 
responsible for all the evil in the world. 

The French far left is no different from that of the other western 
countries: anti-Zionism is historically part of its agenda, and it sup-
ports the idea of “one democratic and secular state in Israel/Pales-
tine,” although some voices within the LCR now openly advocate a 
two- states solution. The peculiarity of France is that this party family 
participates in the elections and polled 7.07% in the 2007 presidential 
election, the vote, when it was split between three Trotskyite factions: 
the Ligue Communiste Révolutionnaire27 (LCR; led by Olivier Besan-
cenot), Lutte Ouvrière (led by Arlette Laguiller) and the Parti des Tra-
vailleurs (led by Daniel Gluckstein). Not all of them favor an alliance 
with political Islam: in fact, as rigorously secular parties, both Lutte 
Ouvrière and the PT are against it, while the LCR is divided. The 
pro-Islamists are in�uenced by the Socialisme par en bas—the French 
branch of the British Socialist Workers’ Party—which has integrated 
into the LCR. It is this group who imported in France the theory, 
used in the UK by the SWP or George Galloway’s Respect Party, 
that political Islam is anti-imperialist and progressist in essence, and 

27 In February 2009, the LCR changed its name into that of Nouveau Parti Anti-
capitaliste (NPA).
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that Zionism and Israel are, in essence too, imperialist, colonialist and 
racist. From there, a tiny minority of the far-Left militants come to 
support Hamas as the “vanguard of the Palestinian resistance” and 
refuse to condemn the antisemitic language of Haniye’s movement. 
From there too, others chose to support Hezbollah as an anti-imperi-
alist movement which also �ghts for a legitimate cause against Israel, 
and stay silent about suicide bombings or how a Hezbollah-run State 
under the Sharia would be compatible with secular, leftist ideology. 
And �nally, almost the whole radical Left supports the idea that the 
Palestinian armed resistance is legitimate, as is the Iraqi resistance to 
the U.S./western forces, or any so-called “liberation movement” in 
the Muslim world. The Ligue Communiste Révolutionnaire and its 
youth wing, Jeunesses Communistes Révolutionnaires, are particularly 
active in the anti-war and pro-Palestine movements (in the latter case, 
in support of PFLP). In the 2003 demonstrations against the war in 
Iraq or in the 2009 demonstrations for Gaza, posters equating the star 
of David with the Nazi swastika, cartoons of Bush and Sharon featur-
ing heavy antisemitic stereotypes (blood dropping from Sharon’s teeth, 
or him drawn as a vampire, or cartoons showing Israeli soldiers in the 
attire of the Nazi Waffen SS) were common and the leftist organizers 
were either unable, or unwilling, to forbid their display.

The Communist Party has been so vocal in its hard-line criticism 
of Israel, during the confrontation with Hamas in Gaza that CRIF 
has decided not to invite the party leaders to its annual meeting with 
the political elite of France that is, its annual dinner which took place 
on March 2, 2009 (the leaders of the Green Party were not invited, 
either). The connection between the Communists and the Jewish com-
munity has been severed a long time ago, not only because of the 
party’s uncompromising anti-Zionism, but also because the Jewish 
working class does not exist anymore. The Communists try to remind 
the Jewish community that their party took a prominent part in the 
struggle against Fascism and antisemitism, or that there were many 
Communists in the Résistance, but the younger generations of Jews 
do not understand how the Communist Party can identify with the 
Palestinian cause, a stand they often explain by the supposed will of 
the dwindling party to draw votes from the immigrants in the sub-
urbs, where many cities are still run by the Communists. Even if 
this may be true, the real explanation is that the Communist Party 
clings to a vision of the Israel/Palestine con�ict, which is determined 
by anti-imperialism and anti-colonialism. As a result, although the 
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 Communist Party supports the existence of Israel alongside a Pales-
tinian state, many Communist leaders are at the forefront of anti-
Zionism and several of them even favor working with the Islamists, on 
the ground that Islamism is �rst and foremost a reaction against the 
Western domination of the Arab world. Mouloud Aounit, the secre-
tary general of the anti-racist NGO, Mouvement contre le racisme et 
pour l’amitié entre les peoples (MRAP), who is also a regional coun-
cilman elected on a Communist slate, supports working alongside the 
disciples of Tariq Ramadan, to the point where the �ght of MRAP 
against Islamophobia has completely overshadowed its struggle against 
antisemitism. Orthodox communist and sometimes Stalinist groups on 
the fringe of the Communist Party, such as the Pôle de Renaissance 
Communiste de France (publication: Initiative Communiste), Renaissance 
Communiste and Gauche Communiste, are particularly supportive of 
Palestinian hardliners (mostly the Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine—PFLP) and promote extreme anti-Zionism as a part of their 
‘anti-imperialist,’ anti-American agenda. They suffered a setback when 
in 2004, the leadership of the party decided to �re Bruno Drweski, an 
academic and director of the party’s theoretical review, La Pensée, on 
the grounds that he worked with the controversial Réseau Voltaire, led 
by Thierry Meyssan. Drweski, who has launched an online periodi-
cal called La pensée libre, travelled to Damascus to meet with Hamas’ 
Khaled Mechaal.28

Antisemitism has also become an issue within the anti-globalization 
movement, after the presence of Ramadan at the European Social 
Forum almost led to the breakup of the main anti-globalization group, 
ATTAC. While the leaders of the movement are not antisemites, the 
freedom of speech they consider as sacred often leads to, for exam-
ple, the far-Left Internet portal, Indymedia (http://indymedia.paris
.org) allowing plain antisemitic messages to be posted online, although 
the site is moderated.29 Finally, one should remind that some of the 
French most active Holocaust-deniers, among them Serge Thion and 
Pierre Guillaume, come from the radical Left, and that in the 1960s 
they belonged to the Spartacist group, La Vieille Taupe.

28 Drewski’s interview with Mechaal is reproduced in the hardline Communist 
paper, Le Manifeste, n° 19, juillet-août 2006.

29 For an example of how an opponent of the anti-globalization movement’s alliance 
with political Islam is slandered on Indymedia (2007) for having “Jewish blood.”
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VI. A New Development in French Antisemitism: Black Supremacism

One of the most intriguing new forms of antisemitism is that of the 
militants of the Black cause, an ideological trend that has become 
famous and quite popular through the media exposure of the well- 
known comedian Dieudonné M’Bala M’Bala. While many of those, 
and at the forefront, Dieudonné himself, began their political career in 
the Radical Left, they now promote extreme anti-Zionism in disguise 
of anti-Imperialism, are outright racial supremacists who are working 
together with neo-Fascists and even neo-Nazis, in order to spread the 
Jewish conspiracy theory, as it is the case with the sectarian move-
ment, the Mouvement des Damnés de l’Impérialisme (formerly known 
as Tribu KA).

Dieudonné, born of a Cameroonese father and a French mother,30 
is a successful �gure of the show business industry. After having had a 
try at politics in 1997 as an “anti-fascist” candidate against the Front 
National in its then-stronghold of Dreux, he became disillusioned by 
the Left, probably because he never got any reward for his political 
activism. The break-up of his long-time association on the stage with 
the Jewish comedian, Elie Semoun, after a �nancial quarrel, seems 
to have led him to harbor antisemitic feelings. But a failing career at 
the beginning of the 2000s probably also convinced him that he could 
�nd a wider audience if he tailored his shows to meet the growing 
resentment of the immigrants, the Muslims, the Black people and the 
Leftists, against the “establishment” and the “Zionists” who and he 
subsequently began to speak in his plays about highly controversial 
topics, such as the plague of the Palestinian people because of Zion-
ism, the racism of the White man against Black people, and especially 
the refusal of France to recognize slavery as a genocide and to pay 
compensation for it to the heirs of the former slaves. Thus on Decem-
ber 1, 2003, on the State television channel, France 3, Dieudonné 
took part in a broadcast with a very wide audience31 and appeared 
dressed in the traditional garb of Orthodox Jews, with a machine gun 

30 His mother is a native of Nantes, a city that was the main center of the trade of 
slaves. Interestingly enough, his (white) wife’s family comes from Bordeaux, another 
city that owes much of its wealth to slavery.

31 “On ne peut pas plaire à tout le monde,” produced and presented by the Jewish 
TV celebrity, Marc-Olivier Fogiel.
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in hand, and ended his performance by giving a Nazi salute with the 
words “Heil Israel.” 

This was only the highlight of a long series of antisemitic utterances, 
for which he was been convicted several times for antisemitism, the last 
time on February 16, 2007 by the French Supreme Court, the Cour 
de Cassation, because, in an interview with Lyon Capitale ( January 
23, 2002), he said that “for me, Judaism is a sect, a swindle (. . .). The 
chosen people, that is the beginning of racism.” Dieudonné, who was 
a candidate to the French presidency in 2006 before he dropped out 
of the race and chose to support the anti-globalization candidate, José 
Bové,32 is not a supporter of Islamism, and has no articulated political 
ideas. However, what he says, either in his performances or on the 
websites he is associated with (http://lesogres.info; http://labanlieu-
sexprime.org) is that France today is ruled by a political ma�a, that of 
the Socialist Party (often referred to as the “Parti Sioniste”) and the 
conservative UMP, which in fact are, according to him, both puppets 
of what he calls the “neo-Zionists,” that is, the Jews. This kind of talk 
appeals to four segments of the public: the Muslim immigrants, not 
necessarily fundamentalists, who think that they are subject of racist 
persecution by the State; the minority of the Black people who resent 
the fact that France voted �nancial compensation for the victims of 
the Shoah, but not for the descendants of slaves; the radical Leftists 
who think that all the political parties, except those of the Extreme 
Left, bow allegiance to Israel and the representative body of French 
Jewry, CRIF, which is one of the targets of Dieudonné’s hatred; and 
this part of the Extreme Right which, although it opposes immigration 
and remains racist, is, before anything else, committed to spreading 
the myth of a Jewish conspiracy. This explains why, on November 11, 
2006, Dieudonné visited the annual convention of the Front National 
in Paris, and later said that Le Pen was “the natural candidate of 
the French Africans” (Press Conference February 13, 2007). This also 
explains why he visited Lebanon and Syria in August/September 
2006, meeting with top of�cials from the Hizbullah and the Syrian 
government, together with Thierry Meyssan from the Réseau Voltaire 
and the novelist Alain Soral, a member of Le Pen’s campaign staff, in 
a trip which was prepared by Frédéric Châtillon, a former leader of 

32 Bové, although he is hostile to the policies of Israel and anti-Zionist, has rejected 
this support.
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the neo-fascist student movement, GUD, who is close to the neo-Nazis 
(cf. Camus 2006a). This also brings Dieudonné to support the most 
extreme Black militants, who are in favor of race supremacy and are 
ready to ally with white racists in order to further their cause, at the 
heart of which is, once again, antisemitism.

The Black supremacist movement came at the forefront of the news 
when, in the afternoon of Sunday, May 28, 2006, a group of about 
30 to 40 Black militants unexpectedly arrived in the rue des Rosiers, 
in the heart of the historical Jewish neighborhood of Paris, and began 
abusing the passers-by with antisemitic shouting. Clad in black leather 
jackets and obviously looking for a �ght, some in the group were heard 
saying: “Death to the Jews,” and according to witnesses, one of them 
even raised his arm in a Nazi salute. The men said they were search-
ing for the militants of two far-right Zionist groups, the Betar and the 
Jewish Defence League, whose activists usually hang out in this street, 
but the confrontation ended without physical violence. The movement 
responsible for the action, which received wide media coverage, was 
the Black supremacist, antisemitic, racialist movement named Tribu 
KA. This incident, occurring shortly after the antisemitic murder of a 
young Jew, Ilan Halimi, by a gang led by an African criminal, caused 
such a shock that the Minister of the Interior, Nicolas Sarkozy, came 
to meet the local Jewish community the following day and pledged to 
ban the Tribu KA, which was done on July 29. The group’s website 
was closed down within a few days and its leader, Kemi Seba, was 
indicted for incitement to racial hatred. This bizarre cult group pro-
moted the theory that everything good in the history of mankind came 
from Africa and was invented by colored people, while the root of 
all evil was the white race in general and the Jews in particular. The 
Tribu KA believed that black people originated from Egypt and that 
the Egyptians of the ancient times were black. As a consequence, their 
religious creed blended ancient Egyptian beliefs with Black suprema-
cism and they used a “home-made” language which looked like 
ancient Egyptian to those with little knowledge of linguistics. “Kemi 
Seba,” whose real name is Stellio Gilles Robert Capochichi, was born 
in 1981 in Strasbourg, and his parents seem to come from Benin, 
although other sources say that one of them is from Haiti, or from 
Ivory Coast.33 In 1999, after a trip to Los Angeles, he formed a French 

33 Many nationals of Benin have migrated to Ivory Coast. Seba’s interest in Ivory 
Coast, however, is not without political importance, as we shall see below.
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branch of Nation of Islam, which was not recognized by Farrakhan’s 
movement as an of�cial section. Then around 2002, he realized that 
Islam is a religion “alien to African culture” and switched to his own 
brand of Egyptian wisdom, eventually forming a new group in July 
2003, under the name Parti Kémite. However, this party was not radi-
cal enough for him and in December 2004, he founded the Tribu KA 
(the two letters stand for “Kémites athoniens,” a name for the Black 
people derived from that of the Egyptian god of the sun, Athon). He 
adopted the motto of “de-zionization; compensation; repatriation.” In 
other words, the Tribu KA believed that France is ruled by a “Zion-
ist conspiracy,” asked the French government to pay �nancial com-
pensation to colored people whose ancestors were victims of slavery, 
and wanted to repatriate Black people to Africa. After several name 
changes and several court convictions, Seba set up the Mouvement des 
Damnés de l’Impérialisme (MDI) and returned to Islam, with the same 
Black supremacist and anti-Jewish agenda. His antisemitic rhetoric is 
by far the most obsessive and the most radical of the lunatic fringe. For 
example, in spring 2006, after one black man was reportedly assaulted 
by Jewish activists during the march commemorating Ilan Halimi’s 
murder, the Tribu KA issued a press statement saying its members 
would “cut off the sidelocks of the rabbis.” In May 2006, his crew 
invaded a sports club where they wrongly thought the Jewish Defence 
League was training. In July, in another press statement, the Tribu 
KA said it will “spill blood in the streets.” 

Now, what is certainly the most speci�c feature of this movement’s 
ideology is that it advocates the emergence of an alliance between all 
the “anti-Zionist” forces from the far-Left to the extreme-Right to the 
Islamists to the Black supremacists. 

In June 2006, Seba traveled to Belgium, where he met with repre-
sentatives of the Arab European League, but without results. On the 
extreme-Left, he did not �nd people to answer his call, although he is 
admired by the supporters of Dieudonné. There was some response, 
however, from the Extreme-Right. On July 28, 2006, the “White 
identity” website Novopress, featured a long interview with Seba. On 
September 18, 2006 in Paris, several anti-racist organizations went 
to court against the Tribu KA, calling for a ban on their website. At 
the court premises, a few militants of the radical Right came to sup-
port Seba. Among them was Hervé Lalin, a former member of Unité 
Radicale who now uses the alias Hervé Ryssen and maintains his own 
website, full of obscene antisemitic cartoons and diatribes. Ryssen also 



 beyond the republican model: antisemitism in france 303

published a book, Psychanalyse du Judaïsme, which aims to show that 
being Jewish is a mental disease which leads, among others, to incest 
and suicide. Jean Lecointe, one of the leaders of Renouveau Français, 
was also there, as was Gaétan Bertrand, a member of the Bloc Identi-
taire. This unholy alliance between racialists was also at work during 
the meeting convened by Tribu KA on September 9, 2006, on the 
theme of the “alliance of separatists” against Zionism, which was also 
attended by members of the Bloc Identitaire and Renouveau Fran-
çais. The national-revolutionary website www.voxnr.com published 
an interview with Seba after he was arrested and sentenced to three 
months in jail for antisemitism, in February 2007. Finally, Seba allied 
with the neo-Nazi Droite Socialiste, and in May 2008, demonstrated 
with them against the presence of French troops in Africa, which they 
say “is giving a hand to international Zionism.”

VII. Conclusion

The annual report of the CNCDH shows that those who are the 
most opposed to the Jews are also the most hostile to foreigners, the 
most racist. While it is true that the violent expression of antisemitism 
often comes from people who are born Muslim, antisemitic discourse 
and prejudices are by no mean con�ned to the Muslim-born popula-
tion, and there is a great continuity between the stereotypes of today 
and those of the past. It should also be noted that antisemitism is 
not always motivated by political ideas or religious extremism. The 
murder of Ilan Halimi has an antisemitic motive, but the perpetrators 
have no political beliefs and are not Islamists. Also on April 22, 2007, 
a young Jewish soccer fan was threatened by a mob of hooligans after 
a Paris club played Hapoel Tel Aviv in Paris. Running for his life, the 
young Jew, who did not bear any sign of his religion, was protected 
by a Black policeman who shot at one of his assaulters and killed him. 
The hooligans were a mixed crew consisting of one Moroccan youth 
and far-right oriented, native white French Paris club supporters. 

Antisemitism in France is both structural and a consequence of the 
events in the Middle-East. It is structural because the number of anti-
semitic incidents remains superior to 400 per year since the start of 
the Second Intifada, and because those incidents take place all around 
the country, all around the year, even when there is no violent con-
frontation between Israel and the Palestinian or the Arab countries. 
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It is a consequence of the situation in the Middle East, because the 
number of antisemitic incidents in January 2009 (operation in Gaza) 
is 352, whereas it was only 58 in January 2008. The Government and 
the Sate take the situation seriously and the judiciary, as well as the 
police, have both the will and the means to tackle the issue. However, 
despite the growing number of arrests and court convictions in cases 
of antisemitism, the situation does not seem to improve. There is still 
much research to be done about the motivations and social pro�le 
of the perpetrators. Any analysis that revolves around the belief that 
“old-styled” antisemitism from the Right is dead, and that the “new 
anti-Semitism” is an exclusive feature of the anti-globalization Left 
and the Islamists, is doomed to failure. Antisemitism is just there, as 
another outburst of violence in a French society which has become 
more ridden by con�ict and more divided along sectarian and eth-
nic, religious, community divides; a situation which may show the end 
of the republican model of ethnic integration but also the refusal to 
become a multi-cultural society.
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